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OBSERVAT OR. 


On a Letter from a Gentleman about the bigh Price of Bread, Abufes committed by Meal-men and 
Bakers, and Irregularities in our Markets; with an Abflrad of the Lnrs again/} fuch Pra&ices. 
On the Decay of Trade, and the miferable Condition of our Poor for want of Employ ment. On Dr, 
Sachevere!!'s Sermon before the Lord-Mayor and Court of Aldermen the stb of November, 1709. 


A Letter about the deplorable Conditicn of the Silk-weavers, 8c. 
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From Ciednesdap, November 23. to Saturday, November 26. 17009. 








Country-m. Fre’sa Letter to you, Matter, from | “ graters, and Ingroflers, and her Majc{ty’s Procl. 

a very honeft Gentleman, that has; ‘ mation for the duc Execution thereof, are ren- 
fent you feveral good Advices about Matters of Im-' ‘ der’d inettectual, and Corn and other Victuals 
portance. I mult defire you to take Notice of it,and | ‘are bought and fold divers tines over in th 
to give your Opinion upon it; for it relates to A-j| ‘ fame Markei-Place; and the Market-hours  be- 
bufes committed by Bakers and Meal-men, which | £ ing not made certain, and no Bells rung, thete 
@ccafions the Price of Bread to be itill fo high,|* Ottenders evade the Law, and efcape Vunith- 
that the Poor are mightily diftrefs'd by it, andall|* ment. Sir, your Thoughts of. theic Matters, are 


Familics are fenfible of the Weight of it. _ delird, and the making of them publick, is com: 
Olf. With all my Heart, Aoger. Pray read} mitted to your Judgment, by yours to ferve you 
it * for the Service of the Publick, 


Country-m. ‘Tis thus, Matter : 
Nov. 23. 1709. R. P. 
f sIR, 
Have herewith fent you an Abftract of fome of |The <Abjfratt of fome of thofe Laws made for reoula- 
thofe Laws made for the regulating the Prices ting the Prices o/ Bread, ani punifbing tre « 
of Bread, and for the punifhing the corrupt Pra-| rape Practices of Bakers, us as follon: : 
étices of Bakers, which are grown to that Height 
in and about London, that they bid oven Defi- sy the Statute of the sift of FZen. 3. enutal’d, 
ance to the Magittrates in the not ovierving the, Aja Panis © Cerevifie, a Baker mevay Quarta 
Affize of Bread ; and fome of them had the Im-| of Wheat is allowd four Pence and tle Brann, 
pudence lately, as ‘tis faid, to tell the Lord-May-}and two Loaves, and for three Men-Scivants three 
er and Court of Aldermen, That if they were|Halfpence, and for two Lads onc Halipanny, for 
not sratify’d in the Affize of Bread, they would |Salt one Halipenny, for kneading ene fialtpeany, 
“make a Famine in the City. The Reafon of} for Candles one Farthing, for Wood two bove 5 
* their Infolence is, they pretend there 1s no Law {and the Affize of Bread 1s there orderd to be ac 
*to punith them, and that they have caft a Lord- I cording to the Prices of Wheat. 
* Mayor upon a Tryal for taking away theirLicad,| Note, Thefe Prices may be eapiy reduc'd to re Valve 
“which was Sir Humphrey Ednin, whether upon | of the currant Aloncy now. 
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“the Merit of the Cafe, or for want of a good! By the gilt of Hen. 3. entituld, .72 soe the 
© Defence, 1 know not; but ever tice every Ba- | Pillory and Tumbrel, and of tre Ame (froth wud 
© ker within the City and Liberties, hath dc | dle, Sc. itis Statute, That if a Beker be convict 

er within the City and Liberties, hath donethat | dle, dc. itis Statute, Phat at a bescr be convict 


* which was eebt in his own Eyes, as tho’ there} for ner obferving the Affize of Bread the fill, te- 
© had been no Magiflrate in our /frael, to the un-} cond, and thud Time, he thall be amered, accor 
© fperkable Damage of the Inhabitants in and a-| ding to higOrtence, if it be not over gricvous; Lut 
“bout this City. i doubt not but there might!if the Offence be guevous and often, thon he tail 
‘have been other Ways fou: d to punith ticle Of | fufter the Panithment of his body im the Pillay. 
. fenders, than by taking away ther Bread : And | All Bakers to hiave ther Namics diitua. ly Wiit- 
*T moch wor ler the Magiltraics of this City fave ten upon every Loat ot every Sort of Bread they 
“had no more Regaid to the Dicitty of thar OF ; nake. | 
“fice, than to fufer thar Authority 1) loug to be|  Lempore Ten. 3. dev rand 2. bythe Ordinas 
‘conteniud. The Combination of the Bakers | for Bakers, Brewers, Oc. Cap. band 2. It ts Sis 
; hot to fell their Bread but at a certain Price, tute, Phat the Atize of read be according to the 
throughout this City, and Places adjacent, ts 10/P.tce of Wheat, and the Athzenor Wo ts 
‘obvious, and of tucir mufchicvous Conicquence, | be changd more than ix Ponce meres 
* that there is no Doubt but they come within the ; creating, as itis in the Sale of the Cai 
*Statute of Edp. 6. Cap. 1s. But if there bola Baker's Bread be tound a Farthing Wooettiic 
*“fuch Netects in theie Laws, as render the pui-! king in two Shillings and tix Ponice, or uid 
j . ting them in Execution impracticable, b hope |fhall be amcred ; and if at pats the i Ne, { 7 
: * the Great Council of the Natiou now. toamo! dj tiufier Puniimnent of the Pillay, whit tool not 
owl, in the Dill now orderd to be Lrought 1 {be remitted to the Otlendar, chor tor Gold cr 
take citectual Care to provide agamit dite Oi- Silver. | . 
* fences. {| By 2and 3 #au.6. Cap. 15. Bakers, Drew ers, 
; * There is one Thing more that deferves publick | Butchers, Co Contpirng, Covenanting, 1 proini- 
Notice, ani! an cfiectual Remedy, {hat im this }ting not io teil Ui V1 Lats but at certain Prices, 
; great City t! creas not any Maal io Le bought or }bang convict thercof by Vs atuictics, Comcdhon, ox 
< pid by Retail inany of the publick Markeis: The jothawite, thal fertart for the tilt Orace io /, 
s Bakers an Meal Shops have cugred all the Re- | to the King, to be pad wihin tix Days next 
tal-Trade of Mealtothcnicives = | y Which Moons, ter fuch Conviction, or cle to futier twenty Days 
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At isan thar Power to mbance the Price at Plea- | dimpritommeni, and to have only Bre 
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i : lure ; and there are no Market-li urs kept in tlic tor thar Suftenance 5; and for ihc 10003 d Ottonce 
% peg Markets of this City, according to the j20 i. to the King, to be para an tix Days ater 
F lage tm all well oider'd Markets; and there- {their Conviction, or clie to turer the Puan ment 
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! Union betwixt the two Natio 
fay ac 1. to be pa das before, or elie to fit on the | Union b:tw1 ‘ two Nations, or Peace j, 
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